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NLC Grads Support Education 
Conference 

Graduates of Neighborhood Leadership Cleveland 
played key roles in a recent education conference de-
voted to parental and community involvement in 
schools. 
The conference, “A Community Perspective on School 
Involvement: From What We Experience to What We 
Expect,” drew more than 120 concerned residents from 
the Greater Cleveland area, including students, parents, 
and community members. Three Cleveland school board 
members and two City Council members also attended. 

The Cleveland Education Committee (CEC) presented 
the conference, with the Neighborhood Leadership Insti-
tute serving as fiscal sponsor. The Cleveland Foundation 
provided the bulk of the funding for the conference, 
which was free of charge to participants. Cleveland State 
University donated the use of its facilities. 
In her opening remarks to the conference attendees, CEC 
co-chair Lillie Bell (Class 14) explained that the CEC was 
formed in 2004 to “promote parent and community lead-
ership in creating meaningful involvement in our schools 
to improve the education of our children and in turn revi-
talize the city of Cleveland.” 
Activities at the conference included small group discus-
sions, many of which were facilitated by graduates of 
Neighborhood Leadership Cleveland. The discussions 

More than 120 people attended the conference. 

gave participants an opportunity to list and prioritize 
their expectations for parental and community involve-
ment in their local schools. At the end of the all-day 
conference, each group presented its recommendations 
to the full assemblage. 
Presentations from guest speakers provided perspec-
tives from other cities around the country. Parent and 
community activists from Boston and Chicago encour-
aged the participants to take active roles in their chil-
dren’s education and to insist on respectful treatment 
from the schools. 
Leezest George, a parent from Chicago’s Logan 
Square Neighborhood Association, emphasized the 
importance of parental involvement, saying, “Parents 
need to know how much they’re really worth.” 
Those sentiments were echoed by Caprice Taylor 
Mendez, the executive director of the Boston Parent 
Organizing Network. She told the audience, “All of 
your voices are important.” 
That is exactly the message that Don Slocum, execu-
tive director of the Neighborhood Leadership Institute, 
wanted the conference participants to hear. “Average 
citizens have a right to voice their opinions on issues 
that affect their families and their communities,” says 
Slocum. “The challenge now is to make those voices 
heard.” 
While that challenge is daunting, the enthusiasm and 
momentum generated by the conference remain strong. 
Two weeks after the conference, more than 50 people 
attended a follow-up meeting to debrief and plan next 
steps. 
Conference co-organizer Lillie Hunter (Class 21) sum-
marizes the challenge ahead: “Now we have to take the 
plans off paper and put them to work.”  
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  Grassroots Leadership 

The Neighborhood Leadership Institute exists to develop grassroots leadership that  
will contribute to rebuilding the bonds of community and improving the quality of life 

for neighborhood residents throughout the Greater Cleveland area 

Dear Neighbor, 
I was pleased to see three Cleveland 
school board members at our recent con-
ference on parental and community in-
volvement in education (see page 1). I 
have a great deal of respect for Rashidah 
Abdulhaqq, Robert Heard, and Shirley 
Hawk. Each of them has a long history 
of community involvement and commit-
ment to the children of Cleveland. 

Some people have argued that these 
board members cannot legitimately rep-
resent the interests of Cleveland citizens 
because they were appointed by the 
mayor, not elected by their fellow citi-
zens. As someone who believes fer-
vently in democracy, I am sympathetic 
to such arguments. 

At the same time, I have to ask myself: 
Is turning the clock back to the days be-
fore mayoral control really the answer? 
Would a return to the ways of the old 
elected school board satisfy those of us 
who yearn for true democracy? 

I think we have to look forward, not 
back. 

In recent months I have had the good 
fortune to work with a wonderful collec-
tion of “forward thinkers” who share my 
belief in the promise of democracy. I’m 
speaking of the Cleveland Education 
Committee (CEC), a group of grassroots 
leaders that includes numerous graduates 
of Neighborhood Leadership Cleveland. 

The CEC has stepped forward to suggest 
a new approach to addressing the prob-
lems of Cleveland’s schools —  

 

 

an approach that focuses on bringing 
democracy to the grassroots of our com-
munities. 

The key to this new approach is the con-
cept of  “Neighborhood Education Com-
mittees.” These committees, working at 
the neighborhood level, would create 
new opportunities for a wide range of 
community members to participate in 
improving the schools in their neighbor-
hoods. 

Though the concept is still taking shape, 
members of Neighborhood Education 
Committees could include students, par-
ents, business owners, faith-based lead-
ers, police, and other community mem-
bers, as well as school personnel. 

Many of the 120 people who attended 
the education conference in September 
have expressed an interest in forming 
education committees in their neighbor-
hoods. If you would like to help start an 
education committee in your neighbor-
hood, please contact Lillie Hunter (Class 
21) or Annie Lott (Class 22) at the NLI of-
fice. 

We can’t have true democratic represen-
tation at the school board level without 
democratic participation at the neighbor-
hood level. This time around, let’s try to 
tackle the challenges of Cleveland’s 
schools with more democracy, not less. 

       Warmest Regards, 

              Don 

Don Slocum 
Executive Director 

Those of us in Cleveland who 
want to promote meaningful 
parental and community in-
volvement in schools can learn 
from the experiences of suc-
cessful groups from around the 
country. The Center for Com-
munity Change in Washington, 
D.C. has a long history of com-
munity organizing in low-income 
communities around several 
issues, including education. 
Visit their Web site at 
www.communitychange.org. 

The Boston Parent Organizing 
Network (BPON) is a citywide 
network of organizations de-
voted to supporting parents in 
their efforts to improve Bos-
ton Public Schools. BPON’s ex-
ecutive director, Caprice Tay-
lor Mendez, gave an excellent 
presentation at our recent edu-
cation conference. Visit their 
Web site at www.bpon.org. 

Leezest George and Vanessa 
Evans of Chicago’s Logan 
Square Neighborhood Asso-
ciation (LSNA) also gave in-
spiring talks at the conference. 
They highlighted LSNA’s Par-
ent Mentor Program. To learn 
more about the program, visit 
the Web site at www.lsna.net. 

Leadership Link 

Neighborhood Education Committees 
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   Leadership in Action 

  Leadership Skills on Display at Education Conference 
Thanks to the Neighborhood Leadership Cleveland graduates listed below for their efforts in 
making the September education conference a success. 
 
  

 

James Ray Reid, Jr. (Class 4) captures on video a 
discussion group that included Jay Westbrook 
(right), councilman for Cleveland’s Ward 18. 

Ian Heisey (Class 10) leads a small discussion group. 

Donna Johnson (Class 22) reports on her 
discussion group’s recommendations. 

Conference organizers 
Lillie Hunter (Class 21) 

Annie Lott (Class 22) 

Scribe 
Marie Jones (Class 22) 

Videographer 
James Ray Reid, Jr. (Class 4) 

Attendees 
Cheryl Lane (Class 12) 

Lahemma Collins (Class 21) 
Emma Robinson (Class 21) 

Essie Sanders (Class 13) 

Co-chair of the Cleveland Education Committee 
Lillie Bell (Class 14) 

Discussion facilitators 
Janice Eatman (Class 5) 

Domingo Gomez (Class 16) 
Tynnetta Harris-McCall (Class 18) 

Ian Heisey (Class 10) 
Donna Johnson (Class 22) 

Ransom McDowell, Jr. (Class 14) 
Elise Tompkins (Class 22) 

Tim Walters (Class 15) 

Gennorris Williams-Heard (Class 19) 

Tim Walters (Class 15) reports on his 
discussion group’s recommendations. 

Photos by 
Jim Pelikan 

Facilitators plan their small-group discussions. Pictured (l-
r): Domingo Gomez (Class 16); Sherece Brown-Gray; 

Marie Jones (Class 22); Elise Tompkins (Class 22). 



Fall 2006 
Volume II, Issue 3 

What’s Inside NLI NOTES 

SUPPORT FOR NLI HAS BEEN  PROVIDED BY: 
 

CITY OF CLEVELAND 
CLEVELAND CITY COUNCIL 

EVA L. & JOSEPH M. BRUENING FOUNDATION 
KNOWLEDGEWORKS FOUNDATION 

MT. PLEASANT COMMUNITY ZONE, INC. 
NEIGHBORHOOD CONNECTIONS 

PPG INDUSTRIES 
RPM, INC. 

SAINT LUKE’S FOUNDATION  
SISTERS OF CHARITY FOUNDATION 

THE ABINGTON FOUNDATION 
THE CLEVELAND FOUNDATION 

THE RAYMOND JOHN WEAN FOUNDATION 
THOMAS H. WHITE FOUNDATION, A KEYBANK TRUST 

UNITED WAY SERVICES OF GREATER CLEVELAND 
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NLI’s annual Holiday Gathering will be held on 
Saturday, December 9, beginning at 7:00 p.m. at 
Cleveland State University. Call Evette Clark (Class 
8) at (216) 337-5597 for details. Look for your invi-
tation in the mail. 
 
NLI’s Schools As Neighborhood Resources (SNR) 
program has opened for the 2006-2007 school year. 
The program makes six Cleveland schools available 
three nights a week for educational and recreational 
activities and other community uses. All activities 
are free and open to the public. For more informa-
tion, contact Michael Matthews (Class 19) at NLI. 
 
NLI is now accepting applications for Class 23 of 
Neighborhood Leadership Cleveland, which begins 
in January. If you would like to recommend a candi-
date for the class, please call Jacquie Gillon at NLI. 

Neighborhood Leader 


